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YOUNG ITA CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
by Robert Reyes Landicho 
 

Young ITA promotes the involvement of young professionals (under 40) in the 

international arbitration community through programs, publications, competitions, 

and other activities.  In addition, Young ITA encourages young professionals to 

become more involved with the ITA as a whole.  

During the first half of 2019, Young ITA has built upon its exponential growth, and 

now has 1465 members on six continents. But perhaps most importantly, Young ITA 

has cemented its role as a premier young arbitration group with a truly global 

footprint, with a mission to enhance and cultivate understanding of international 

arbitration. 

I. YOUNG LAWYERS ROUNDTABLES 

Young Lawyers Roundtables are presented annually during the ITA Workshop in 

Dallas, and the ITA-IEL-ICC Joint Conference on International Energy Arbitration in 

Houston. A review of the 2019 Young Lawyers Roundtables is below. 

A. 6th ITA-IEL-ICC Joint Conference on International Energy Arbitration 

The Young Lawyers Roundtable for the 6th ITA-IEL-ICC Joint Conference on 

International Energy Arbitration was held on January 24-25, 2019, in Houston. Co-

Chairs Elizabeth McKee Devaney (Young ITA Immediate Past Vice Chair, Occidental 

Petroleum Corporation, Houston), Floriane Lavaud, (ICC Young Arbitrators Forum 

(YAF)), Debevoise & Plimpton, New York) and Krystal Pfluger Scott (IEL Young Energy 

Professionals (YEP)), Jones Walker, Houston) put together a fantastic program.  

The Faculty on the first panel, entitled “Spotlight on Russia:  Energy-Related 

Disputes” included Laura Hardin (Managing Director, Alvarez & Marsal, Houston), 

Tomas Vail (Vail Dispute Resolution, formerly of White & Case, London), and Thomas 

Voisin (Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan LLP, Paris), moderated by Co-Chair 

Floriane Lavaud, (Debevoise & Plimpton, New York).  

The Faculty on the second panel, entitled “Technology and International 

Arbitration:  Evidentiary Issues and Technology in International Disputes” included 



YOUNG ITA CHAIR’S REPORT 

202 [Volume 1 

Thomas Stouten (Houthoff, Amsterdam), Stephanie Cohen (Independent Arbitrator, 

New York), and Elizabeth McKee Devaney (Occidental Petroleum Corporation, 

Houston).  

The Young Lawyers’ Roundtable concluded with a well-attended reception. 

B. 30th Annual ITA Workshop and Annual Meeting 

The Roundtable comprised two panels: “A Tour Around the Arbitration World” and 

“Change of Circumstances – A Historical Perspective.”  

The speakers on the first panel were: Demilade Isioma Elemo (Young ITA Regional 

Chair, for Africa, Folashade Alli, Lagos), Aditya Singh (Immediate Past Chair - Young 

ITA Regional Chair for Asia, White & Case, Singapore), Saadia Bhatty (Gide, London), 

and Cristina Ferraro Delgado (Miranda & Amado, Lima). Soledad O’Donnell (Young ITA 

Regional Chair for North America) moderated the panel. 

The Second panel included Florencia Villaggi (Herbert Smith Freehills, New York), 

Laura Sinisterra (Immediate Past Chair - Young ITA Mentorship Chair, Debevoise & 

Plimpton, New York), and Miguel Nakhle (Compass Lexecon, Houston). The panel was 

moderated by Silvia Marchili (Immediate Past Chair – Young ITA, White & Case, 

Miami). 

II. #YOUNGITATALKS 

#YoungITATalks is a series of local events presented around the world. The 

format of each of the talks vary, ranging from workshops, interviews, panel 

discussions, debates, or other presentation formats that cover a wide range of 

subjects relating to arbitration. The #YoungITATalks series is designed to educate, 

to promote conversation, and to share knowledge and experiences among young 

practitioners throughout the world. 

During the first half of 2019, Young ITA hosted three #YoungITATalks in four 

different cities (and webcast its first #YoungITATalks event via webinar this past 

July).  

A. #YoungITATalks, Mexico City 

Greenberg Traurig hosted #YoungITATalks, Mexico City which took place on 

February 7, 2019. Nicole Y. Silver (Greenberg Traurig LLP, Washington D.C.) gave 



 ITA IN REVIEW 

Issue 2] 203 

opening remarks. 

The first panel was entitled “The Trajectory of International Arbitration in Latin 

America” included: Karima Sauma (Current Young ITA Mentorship Chair; Immediate 

Past Regional Chair for México and Central America, Executive Director of CICA-

AmCham Costa Rica) as moderator, with Dra. Blanca Gómez de la Torre (González, 

Peñaherrera & Asociados, Quito), Kabir Duggal (Arnold & Porter, New York), Fernando 

Navarro Sánchez (Mediator and Practice Manager Latam, JAMS), and Imad Khan 

(Hogan Lovells, Houston) as panelists.  

The second panel was entitled “Arbitration Trends in the Americas: Who are the 

winners and who are the losers?” The panel was moderated by Monteserrat Manzano 

(Former Young ITA Chair, Von Wobeser y Sierra, Mexico City), with panelists Patrick 

Pearsall (Jenner & Block LLP, Washington, D.C.), Victor Manuel Frías Garcés 

(Greenberg Traurig, México), Kate Brown de Vejar (DLA Piper, México), Hugo Gabriel 

Romero (Subsecretaría de Comercio Exterior, México). 

B. #YoungITATalks, São Paulo 

On March 22, 2019, #YoungITATalks São Paulo took place, and was a joint 

presentation by Young ITA, Câmara de Conciliação, Mediação e Arbitragem 

CIESP/FIESP and TozziniFreire Advogados.  

It coincided with the 4th edition of the VIS TozziniFreire Pré-Moot Arguments, 

and was targeted to participants in the moot, coaches, arbitration practitioners, and 

students of all levels.  

The Faculty included Pedro Guilhardi (Immediate Past Regional Chair for Brazil, 

Nanni Advogados, São Paulo), Pedro Bento de Faria (TozziniFreire Advogados, São 

Paulo), Luis Peretti (Secretary General of Câmara de Conciliação, Mediação e 

Arbitragem CIESP/FIESP, São Paulo), Guilherme Carneiro Monteiro 

Nitschke (TozziniFreire Advogados, Porto Alegre), Francisco Paulo De Crescenzo 

Marino (Castro Neves, Daltro & Gomide Advogados, São Paulo), Renata C. Steiner 

(Cristiano Zanetti Advogados, São Paulo), Laura Ghitti (Huck Otranto Camargo 

Advogados, São Paulo), Debora Visconte (Visconte Advogados, São Paulo), Mariana 

Conti Craveiro (ContiCraveiro Advogados, São Paulo), Lucas Mejias (TozziniFreire 
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Advogados, São Paulo), and André Marini (Shearman & Sterling, New York). 

C. #YoungITATalks, Monterrey, Mexico and San Jose, Costa Rica and 
Webinar 

On July 19, 2019, #YoungITATalks broadcast a webinar from two locations: 

Monterrey, Mexico and San Jose, Costa Rica. Others joined remotely via webinar, in 

our first live broadcast! 

The first panel was entitled “Recognition and Enforcement of Awards,” and was 

moderated by Karima Sauma (Current Young ITA Mentorship Chair; Immediate Past 

Regional Chair for México and Central America, Executive Director of CICA-AmCham 

Costa Rica). The panelists included Alvaro Castellanos (Consortium Legal, Guatemala), 

Rodrigo Sánchez (Hogan Lovells, Monterrey, Mexico), Róger Guevara (Batalla Salto 

Luna, Costa Rica), and Humberto Sáenz (Saénz & Asociados, El Salvador).  

The second panel was entitled “Arbitration Trends in the Region: Annulment of 

Award.” The panel was moderated by Sylvia Sámano (Young ITA Regional Chair for 

Mexico and Central America, Centro de Arbitraje de México), and the panelists 

included Carlos Leal Isla (Leal Isla & Horváth, S.C., Monterrey, México), Arlen Obando 

(Legal Solutions, Nicaragua), Roberto Williams (ECIJA, Honduras), and Christian Díaz 

(García & Bodán, Costa Rica). 

III. YOUNG ITA MENTORSHIP PROGRAM 

The inaugural cycle of the Young ITA Mentorship Program has just 

concluded.  During the Program, Young ITA paired successful applicants with a senior 

Mentor and a “Mentorship Facilitator”—an accomplished arbitration practitioner who 

can assist Mentees in their activities and serve as a liaison between Mentors and 

Mentees.  Mentors, Facilitators, and Mentees then hold quarterly meetings, attend 

workshops and conferences together, discuss career development, explore 

opportunities for collaboration, and much more. 

The 2019-2020 Young ITA Mentorship Program is already underway, featuring 

mentors Anibal Sabater (Chaffetz Lindsey, New York), Barton Legum (Dentons, Paris), 

Alejandro Ogarrio Ramirez, Ogarrio Daguerre, S.C., Mexico City), Nour Hineidi (DIFC 

Courts, Dubai), Noradèle Radjai (Lalive, Geneva), Alejandro Escobar (Baker Botts, 

London), Sana Belaid (Cisco, Dubai), Sabina Sacco (Levy Kaufmann-Kohler, Geneva), 
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Thomas Snider (Al Tamimi & Company, Dubai), Silvia Marchili (White & Case, Miami), 

Ben Bruton (Winston & Strawn LLP, London/Dubai), Cecilia Flores (Flores Rueda, 

Mexico City), Amir Ghaffari (Vinson & Elkins LLP, Dubai), Kabir Duggal (Arnold & 

Porter, New York), Stephen Burke (Baker Botts, Dubai), Edi Grgeta (Analysis Group, 

Chicago), Alain Farhad (Mayer Brown, Dubai), Dietmar Prager (Debevoise & Plimpton, 

New York), and Amani Khalifa (Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer, Dubai). 

IV. YOUNG ITA WRITING COMPETITION AND AWARD 

After a successful inaugural Young ITA Writing Competition, we are excited for 

this year’s competition. The general topic for the 2019-2020 Competition and Award 

is: “Transparency in International Arbitration—Desired or Necessary?,” although 

submissions on any other topic in the field of international commercial or investment 

arbitration are welcome. Submissions are due January 15, 2020.  

The two panels of judges include: 

(1) In the First Panel: 

Robert Landicho (Vinson & Elkins LLP, Young ITA Chair); Dr. Crina Baltag 

(University of Bedfordshire, Young ITA Vice-Chair); Thomas Innes (Steptoe & 

Johnson UK LLP, Young ITA Thought Leadership Chair); Catherine Bratic 

(Hogan Lovells LLP, Young ITA Communications Chair); and Karima Sauma 

(CICA-AmCham Costa Rica and ULACIT University, Young ITA Mentorship 

Program Chair). 

(2) In the Second Panel: 

Prof. Donald Earl Childress III (Pepperdine University School of Law); Prof. 

Giuditta Cordero-Moss (University of Oslo, Department of Private Law); Dr. 

Dietmar W. Prager (Debevoise & Plimpton LLP). 

V. LOOKING AHEAD 

#YoungITATalks is making its first appearance in Hong Kong with a joint social 

event with the young arbitration group “HK45,” sponsored by Debevoise & Plimpton, 

on September 26, 2019.  

Events in are in the works for a #YoungITATalks, Amsterdam, #YoungITATalks, 

Brisbane (Australia), #YoungITATalks, London, #YoungITATalks, Medellin, 
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#YoungITATalks, Malibu, #YoungITATalks, Serbia, and #YoungITATalks, Edinburgh, 

among many other locations. Please visit the Young ITA Website for the latest news 

and events. 

 
ROBERT REYES LANDICHO is Senior Associate in Vinson & Elkins LLP’s 
Houston office. He focuses in international commercial arbitration, 
investor-state arbitration, and U.S. commercial litigation.  Rob has 
represented clients or assisted in investor-State disputes at ICSID and 
under the UNCITRAL rules, as well as in ICC, ICDR, AAA, DIFC, BCDR, 
LCIA, and ad hoc commercial arbitrations.  In US courts, Rob has 
experience with the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act, act of state 

doctrine, admiralty and maritime disputes, and questions of jurisdiction over non-US 
domiciled parties.  Rob has particular experience in oil and gas, construction and 
infrastructure, banking, manufacturing, real estate, franchising, and intellectual 
property disputes involving Middle Eastern, European, and North, Central, and South 
American parties.  Rob also provides counseling on foreign investment planning, and 
the drafting of dispute resolution clauses and procedures in foreign and domestic 
agreements.  He is admitted in Texas and has full rights of audience before the Dubai 
International Financial Centre Courts (Part I & II).  Prior to practicing law, Rob worked 
for the International Organization for Migration–Iraq Mission (a UN-affiliate 
organization), managing community assistance programs and development projects 
in Iraq. Rob was also a Fulbright Scholar in Amman, Jordan where he studied Arabic 
and researched foreign assistance projects in the Middle East. 
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INSTITUTE FOR TRANSNATIONAL ARBITRATION 
OF 

THE CENTER FOR AMERICAN AND INTERNATIONAL LAW 
 

The Institute for Transnational Arbitration (ITA) provides advanced, continuing 

education for lawyers, judges and other professionals concerned with transnational 

arbitration of commercial and investment disputes.  Through its programs, scholarly 

publications and membership activities, ITA has become an important global forum 

on contemporary issues in the field of transnational arbitration.  The Institute’s 

record of educational achievements has been aided by the support of many of the 

world’s leading companies, lawyers and arbitration professionals. Membership in the 

Institute for Transnational Arbitration is available to corporations, law firms, 

professional and educational organizations, government agencies and individuals.  

A. MISSION 

Founded in 1986 as a division of The Center for American and International Law, 

the Institute was created to promote global adherence to the world's principal 

arbitration treaties and to educate business executives, government officials and 

lawyers about arbitration as a means of resolving transnational business disputes.   

B. WHY BECOME A MEMBER? 

Membership dues are more than compensated both financially and professionally 

by the benefits of membership.  Depending on the level of membership, ITA members 

may designate multiple representatives on the Institute’s Advisory Board, each of 

whom is invited to attend, without charge, either the annual ITA Workshop in Dallas 

or the annual Americas Workshop held in a different Latin American city each year.  

Both events begin with the Workshop and are followed by a Dinner Meeting later that 

evening and the ITA Forum the following morning - an informal, invitation-only 

roundtable discussion on current issues in the field.  Advisory Board Members also 

receive a substantial tuition discount at all other ITA programs.  

Advisory Board members also have the opportunity to participate in the work of 

the Institute’s practice committees and a variety of other free professional and social 

membership activities throughout the year.  Advisory Board Members also receive a 
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free subscription to ITA’s quarterly law journal, World Arbitration and Mediation 

Review, a free subscription to ITA’s quarterly newsletter, News and Notes, and 

substantial discounts on all ITA educational online, DVD and print publications.  Your 

membership and participation support the activities of one of the world’s leading 

forums on international arbitration today. 

C. THE ADVISORY BOARD 

The work of the Institute is done primarily through its Advisory Board, and its 

committees.  The current practice committees of the ITA are the Americas Initiative 

Committee (comprised of Advisory Board members practicing or interested in Latin 

America) and the Young Arbitrators Initiative Committee (comprised of Advisory 

Board members under 40 years old).  The ITA Advisory Board and its committees meet 

for business and social activities each June in connection with the annual ITA 

Workshop.  Other committee activities occur in connection with the annual ITA 

Americas Workshop and throughout the year. 

D. PROGRAMS 

The primary public program of the Institute is its annual ITA Workshop, presented 

each year in June in Dallas in connection with the annual membership meetings.  

Other annual programs include the ITA Americas Workshop held at different venues 

in Latin America, the ITA-ASIL Spring Conference, held in Washington, D.C., and the 

ITA-IEL-ICC Joint Conference on International Energy Arbitration.  ITA conferences 

customarily include a Roundtable for young practitioners and an ITA Forum for 

candid discussion among peers of current issues and concerns in the field.  For a 

complete calendar of ITA programs, please visit our website at www.cailaw.org/ita.   

E. PUBLICATIONS 

The Institute for Transnational Arbitration publishes its acclaimed Scoreboard of 

Adherence to Transnational Arbitration Treaties, a comprehensive, regularly-

updated report on the status of every country’s adherence to the primary 

international arbitration treaties, in ITA’s quarterly newsletter, News and Notes.  All 

ITA members also receive a free subscription to ITA’s World Arbitration and 

Mediation Review, a law journal edited by ITA’s Board of Editors and published in four 
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issues per year.  ITA’s educational videos and books are produced through its 

Academic Council to aid professors, students and practitioners of international 

arbitration.  Since 2002, ITA has co-sponsored KluwerArbitration.com, the most 

comprehensive, up-to-date portal for international arbitration resources on the 

Internet.  The ITA Arbitration Report, a free email subscription service available at 

KluwerArbitration.com and prepared by the ITA Board of Reporters, delivers timely 

reports on awards, cases, legislation and other current developments from over 60 

countries, organized by country, together with reports on new treaty ratifications, 

new publications and upcoming events around the globe.  ITAFOR (the ITA Latin 

American Arbitration Forum) A listserv launched in 2014 has quickly become the 

leading online forum on arbitration in Latin America. 

Please join us.  For more information, visit ITA online at www.cailaw.org/ita. 




